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1. Introduction

Today, in the world, we are facing extensive environmental changes and
developments on national and transnational scales, and these developments are the
source of various threats and opportunities in the field of international relations. The
existence of such an atmosphere in the global arena has caused the issue of the
environment and its changes, especially in the 21st century, to receive special
attention from politicians and leaders of different countries. On the one hand, these
developments and extensive changes can be considered as a threat, if they are
considered as a threat to the national security of the countries involved in these
changes, and they can also be considered as an opportunity, if the formation of
conditions and lead to an environment of interaction between different countries.
Because simultaneously with the growth of various theories in international relations
in the 20th century, as well as the emergence of various environmental developments
and phenomena in the global arena, attention to the environmental issue in the
theoretical field of international relations has increased and important schools of
theorizing in this The fields, each from their own point of view, have addressed these
developments and examined their important aspects. These theories, as well as
examining how environmental changes occur in relation to international
developments, also present and analyze their desired solutions in the face of threats
and opportunities.

2. Theoretical Framework

The introduction of environmental perspectives into the field of international
relations has not only weakened the theory of international relations, but has also
strengthened it, because it focuses on a range of theories related to the government,
conflict, cooperation, inequality, institutions and governance. . In this way, while in
the pre-modern world, people respected or feared nature, and in the era of modernity,
the issue of man's ability to conquer nature was raised, now in the age of
globalization, the issue of the proper treatment of man and nature as his home, is of
interest. In many ways, environmental perspectives include various approaches -
which have been proposed regarding justice, equality, fighting against exploitation,
consumerism, and oppression. Anyway, nowadays, environmental issues, from
population growth and technological transformations to migrations and the existence
of various infectious diseases, water scarcity, global warming and polar ice melting
and the increase of greenhouse gases, are among the acute issues of international
politics.

3. Methodology

In the current research, "documentary research method" has been used to study and
evaluate different theories in the discussed field. Documentary method has been
considered both as a complete method and a technique to strengthen other qualitative
methods in social science research. In this method, the researcher collects his
research data about actors, events and social phenomena from sources and
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documents. A significant part of the theoretical researches in political science and
sociology use the documentary method, intentionally or unintentionally. Such a
method can provide the necessary techniques to check the background of researches.
The documents and sources used in documentary research mainly include
information and results provided by previous authors and researchers in the field
under discussion.

4. Results & Discussion

Basically, realism does not provide a suitable space for convergence between
countries and the adoption of common macro-policies in the field of the
environment, and therefore, the adoption of realist approaches practically ends in the
divergence of countries in such areas. Although the theory of liberalism in general
has a superior view of nature, but at the level of international relations, it can provide
the causes of convergence and multilateral cooperation in the field of environment.
The attention of this theory to the role of cultural and social issues and the mutual
influence of political and economic levels on environmental issues creates a suitable
ground for the role of non-state actors and social movements in the global space.
Marxist theories consider the capitalist system and its expansion to be the main cause
of the world's current environmental crises. From the point of view of this trend, as
long as the current world system is based on capitalist approaches, we cannot hope
for the elimination of environmental risks. From the point of view of theoreticians
of this school of thought, in order to reach a consensus on issues such as the
environment at the global level, there must be changes in the social levels and the
expansion of the space of cultural communication between countries, just as there
are changes in the level of political power.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

The realism approach in the field of international relations is based on this important
principle that in the relations between countries, the situation of anarchy reigns and
in such a situation, each country seeks to maximize its power and achieve more
benefits. Liberal theorists, on the other hand, unlike realists, highlighted the role of
non-state actors in the field of environment and emphasized the necessity of forming
convergence in facing environmental threats. Critical theorists, by criticizing the
approaches of realism and liberalism in the international arena, consider
environmental problems to be caused by neglecting dominant theories. Marxist
theories generally direct most of their criticisms in the field of the environment
towards the capitalist system; these criticisms are raised both in the domestic
dimension of countries' policies and in the international dimension. The theory of
postmodernism places its main focus on the critique of modernity and the
Enlightenment movement, and environmental problems are considered part of the
disadvantages of these practices. Finally, it seems that in the field of environmental
theorizing with a foreign policy approach, there are still gaps and we do not see a
coherent theory in this field. The reason for this situation is that the issue of the



environment has not yet become a serious concern in international relations and its
dangers have not been taken seriously.
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