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1. Introduction

The transformation of the world order represents a long-lasting debate in
international relations. Since the end of the Cold War, particularly following the
dissolution of the Soviet Union and the collapse of the Bipolar World Order in 1991,
questions concerning the nature and trajectory of the world order transformation
have gained further significance. The post—Cold War era has been marked by
profound uncertainties regarding the structure, processes, and dynamics of the world
order. Therefore, it is essential to evaluate the issue of transformation to a central
theme in both theoretical and political debates.

Despite its prominence, however, the study of the transformation of the world order
remains greatly contested. Scholars disagree not only over the meaning and ontology
of “change” itself but also over the conceptualization of the world order and the
mechanisms whereby it evolves. These divergences have given rise to multiple, and
at times mutually contradictory, interpretations of what constitutes the world order
transformation. Therefore, the debate reflects deeper ontological divides among
major theoretical traditions in international relations, ranging from neorealism and
neoliberal institutionalism to the English School and constructivism.

3. Theoretical Framework

Due to its inherently multidimensional characteristics, the ontology of the world
order transformation is examined in this study through an analytical eclecticism that
integrates four major theoretical perspectives: neorealism, neoliberalism, the English
School, and constructivism.

From the standpoint of neorealism, the world order transformation is primarily
defined in terms of structural shifts within the international system, particularly
alterations in its polarity. Accordingly, the transformation of the world order is
essentially synonymous with power transitions among the major powers. However,
other theoretical approaches within international relations critique this
conceptualization as excessively reductionist and one-dimensional, insofar as it may
confine systemic transformation solely to structural and material alterations in the
distribution of capabilities.

In contrast, neoliberal institutionalism emphasizes that, beyond material power
shifts, the world order transformation also entails alterations in institutional
arrangements and patterns of interaction within the international system. Moreover,
the English School advances this argument further by highlighting not only
secondary, super-structural institutions—central to neoliberal analysis—but also the
fundamental, primary institutions that underpin the very constitution of international
society.

Finally, constructivism approaches the world order transformation from a normative
and ideational perspective. For constructivists, systemic change occurs when
intersubjective ideas, shared knowledge, and the prevailing cultural underpinnings
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of the international system are redefined and transformed. As a result, the evolution
of norms and collective understandings among international actors can constitute the
primary mechanism driving the world order transformation.

2. Methodology

This study aims to elucidate and critically interrogate the ontology of change and
transformation in the world order from the perspective of four principal theories of
international relations. For this purpose, a descriptive-interpretive methodology is
employed to delineate the conceptualizations and ontological premises of the world
order transformation as articulated within each theoretical approach. Furthermore, a
rigorous logical reasoning and inferential analysis is then conducted to
systematically derive and interpret the underlying drivers and causal dynamics of
such transformations. The qualitative evidence underpinning this inquiry is drawn
from an extensive and critical review of the research literature and bibliographical
references..

4. Results and Discussion

Given the inherently multifaceted and multidimensional nature of the world order,
its transformation can be defined as the process of change encompassing the
normative, institutional, structural, and agential foundations of the existing order
across the security, political, and economic domains—or in some cases, affecting
only certain pillars or dimensions. Therefore, two principal types of world order
transformation can be distinguished: comprehensive and partial. In addition,
a comprehensive transformation of the world order occurs when all four pillars—
i.e., structural, institutional, normative, and agential—alongside the three domains
of security, politics, and economics, are changed fundamentally and simultaneously.
By contrast, a partial transformation emerges when only some pillars within specific
dimensions of the world order are altered. The intensity and pace of the order change
may also vary considerably. In other words, transformation may be sudden, radical,
and revolutionary, leading to the collapse of the existing order, as exemplified by the
termination of the bipolar system following the dissolution of the Soviet Union.
Furthermore, the world order typically evolves through gradual and evolutionary
transformation, whereby change occurs incrementally over time rather than through
an abrupt systemic rupture.

5. Conclusion

Since the world order ensues from the distribution of power, interests, principles,
rules, institutions, treaties, ideas, norms, intersubjective values, and shared
knowledge, it inevitably undergoes transformation when each of these foundations
changes. Undoubtedly, alteration in any of the four main pillars—i.e., units, norms,
structures, and institutions—can, to varying degrees, cause shifts in the world order.



Thus, when the nature of units, norms, structures, institutions, and rules changes, the
global order itself is reconfigured.

As a result, several developments stand out as the key drivers of the world order
transformation: the rise of extreme nationalism and ethnic movements; the growing
influence of non-state players; the economic growth of developing countries; the
emergence of new and powerful state players; technological advancements; the
proliferation of nuclear weapons; the spread of radical ideologies and new
discourses; and the expansion of regional cooperation and integration. Collectively,
these factors demonstrate that alterations in one or more of these domains can
inevitably lead to the reconstitution of the world order.

Overall, the world order transformation occurs whenever there are fundamental
shifts in: (1) the major units of the world order that contribute to the governance and
international agency; (2) the foreign policy goals pursued by states and global
players in their interactions; (3) the nature, elements, and instruments of power, as
well as the dominant discourses of power; (4) the intersubjective ideas and shared
knowledge among international actors; (5) the behavioral rules that construct their
interactions; and (6) the prevailing patterns of interaction among these players.
Together, these elements constitute the essential foundations, the alteration of which
leads to the transformation of the world order.

Keywords: Order, Polarity, Norms, Rules, Structure, Ontology, Power, Neorealism,
Liberalism, Constructivism, English School
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