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Article Type: The COVID-19 pandemic. This global crisis has posed unprecedented

Reserch Article challenges to health systems and governments around the world, and has

shown how failure to manage health crises can have serious
consequences for citizens’ right to health. This article examines the
extent of government responsibility for the spread and spread of this
pandemic and its impact on the right to health. Given that the right to
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weaknesses in crisis management not only threaten public health, but
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1. Introduction

As one of the largest health crises in modern history, the COVID-19 pandemic has
not only affected public health, but also profoundly and fundamentally changed the
social, economic and political dimensions of societies. The right to health is
recognized as a fundamental human right, which includes access to health services,
healthy living conditions and an adequate environment. This right is recognized in
international instruments such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Governments are
obliged to guarantee this right for all members of society by providing the necessary
infrastructure and effective policies. Governments have multiple responsibilities
during health crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic. These responsibilities include
early detection of the disease, taking preventive measures, providing health and
medical resources, informing the public and also protecting vulnerable groups. These
measures are not only necessary to control the spread of the disease, but are also vital
to safeguarding the right to health of citizens.

2. Theoretical Framework

The right to health has been recognized as a fundamental individual and collective
right at the global level. According to the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (1966), all people, without distinction as to sex, age, race,
religion or other factors, should enjoy this right. The World Health Organization
(1946) has also defined health not merely as the absence of disease or infirmity, but
as a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being. In this context, the
right to health is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) as
part of a standard of living, including access to food, housing, medical care and social
security in various circumstances, such as unemployment or old age. This right has
two key dimensions: first, respect for the individual’s autonomy in matters of health
and the prevention of unauthorized interference with his or her body; second, the
provision of essential services in times of illness. The Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights has stated that the minimum requirements of this right
include prevention, treatment, reduction of infant mortality, improvement of child
health and the environment. International treaties such as the Convention on the
Rights of the Child (1989), the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women (1979) and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(2006) have also emphasized this right. Despite the ratification of this right in the
constitutions of at least 115 countries, there are deep gaps in access to health services.
The World Health Organization report shows that many health systems are
characterized by inequality and insecurity, with high-quality services being provided
more to the wealthy and less to vulnerable groups. In addition, market-oriented
approaches to health policies have shifted the focus from low-cost, mass prevention
to expensive, profitable health services for minorities in society.
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3. Methodology

The research method in this article is explanatory, according to which the
relationship between the Corona shock and citizens' right to health is analyzed.

4. Results & Discussion

During the COVID-19 pandemic, States that have been unable to fulfil their
international obligations must prove that it was fundamentally impossible to fulfil
their obligations. According to the interpretation of Article 23, force majeure is
different from a state of emergency or necessity, because in a situation of force
majeure, the State’s conduct is completely involuntary and there is no free choice for
the State. For this reason, the failure of a State to fulfil an international obligation as
a result of restrictive measures such as quarantine or movement control during the
COVID-19 pandemic may be due to circumstances that have made it practically
impossible to fulfil the obligation. These cases show that force majeure is not only a
legal obstacle to the fulfilment of obligations, but also has specific and stringent
conditions that must be proven in order to be exempted from international
responsibility. Emergency refers to a situation in which the lives of individuals are
at risk and there is no reasonable or reasonable way to save them. Article 24 of the
Commission’s draft stipulates that an emergency has two main requirements: first,
the situation must not be caused by the act of the invoking State itself or a
combination of its acts and those of another; second, there must be a greater risk of
harm if the action is not taken. According to the interpretation of Article 24, an
emergency can only be invoked in cases where a State official or a person with a
special relationship with a State body acts to save his own life or the life of others..

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

The COVID-19 pandemic, as one of the greatest health challenges of this century,
has placed multiple responsibilities on the shoulders of governments. The crisis has
not only directly affected public health, but also affected various social, economic
and political dimensions. Governments have multiple preventive responsibilities
during a pandemic, including early detection and control of the spread of the disease.
These responsibilities are especially important in the early stages of a pandemic.
Taking the necessary measures to limit gatherings, implementing quarantines and
monitoring travel are among the measures that governments must take. For example,
countries that quickly closed borders and limited public gatherings were able to
control the spread of the disease and prevent a heavy burden on their health systems.
Governments must allocate sufficient resources to strengthen health infrastructure.
This includes providing medical equipment, increasing hospital capacity and health
personnel. Failure to pay attention to these issues can lead to serious crises during
the outbreak. For example, in many countries, shortages of medical equipment and
manpower at the peak of the outbreak contributed to an increase in mortality and
disease burden.



Providing accurate and timely information about the risks of the virus and methods
of prevention is one of the most important tasks of governments. Public education
on compliance with health protocols, such as mask use and social distancing, can
have a major impact on controlling the spread of the disease. Countries that have
been successful in crisis management have usually implemented effective education
programs to raise public awareness. The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated
existing inequalities in societies. Vulnerable groups such as minorities, low-income
people, and those with limited access to health services have been disproportionately
affected. Governments must adopt policies that reduce inequalities and ensure
equitable access to health services..
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