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1. Introduction

The emergence of new forms of threat has rendered contemporary international
politics increasingly dependent on cognitive and conceptual mechanisms through
which actors interpret security and insecurity. Meanwhile, fear functions as a central
organizing force in global politics. It operates as a psychological response to external
dangers and an analytical mechanism through which meaning is produced, threats
are defined, and political action is directed. This study examines the role of fear in
international politics through a comparative analysis of two influential theoretical
frameworks: Zbigniew Brzezinski’s geopolitical approach and Samuel Huntington’s
theory of the clash of civilizations. The central question concerns how fear is
generated within each framework, the level or unit to which it is directed, and the
implications it carries for responding to emerging threats. The study hypothesizes
that divergences in the underlying mechanisms of fear between these two
perspectives have produced distinct and, at times, competing interpretations of
global politics.

2. Methodology

This study employs a qualitative-comparative approach based on examining
Brzezinski’s and Huntington’s core theoretical works, along with relevant secondary
interpretations. The comparative framework is structured around three analytical
dimensions: the source of fear, the primary unit of analysis, and the political and
behavioral consequences associated with fear. This structure is deliberately designed
to move beyond a descriptive juxtaposition of theoretical differences and to focus
instead on the internal mechanisms through which fear is generated and put to use.
Within this framework, fear is treated as a conceptual variable embedded in the
structure of the international system, collective identities, and patterns of political
action. The comparative method makes it possible to examine, in a systematic and
comparable manner, how each theory explains emerging threats and how fear
operates within its analytical logic.

3. Results and Discussion

The comparative analysis shows that, within Brzezinski’s theoretical framework,
fear stems from the anarchy of the international system and competition among great
powers. States constitute the primary unit of analysis, while strategic geography
plays a decisive role in generating fear. Concerns over strategic decline, rival
expansion, and instability in critical regions function as mechanisms through which
fear is translated into political action. This form of fear results in policies centered
on the balance of power, alliance formation, and preemptive strategies to manage
emerging threats. Even phenomena such as terrorism or regional instability are
ultimately interpreted through the logic of geopolitical rivalry.

By contrast, Huntington’s theory conceptualizes fear as fundamentally identity-
based. Here, its source lies not in material power structures but in cultural, value-
based, and civilizational differences. The unit of analysis extends beyond states to
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civilizations and cultural fault lines. The civilizational “other” occupies a central
position, and fear of confrontation with it is treated as the primary driver of future
conflict. This mechanism leads to the acculturalization of conflict, the strengthening
of identity politics, and the redefinition of security boundaries, whereby emerging
threats are understood mainly as cultural and symbolic confrontations rather than
purely strategic competitions.

4. Conclusion

The study concludes that fear plays a structural role in both theories of global
politics, though its nature and function differ. Brzezinski’s geopolitical fear is more
rational, calculable, and oriented toward power management, whereas Huntington’s
identity-based fear is deeper, more pervasive, and less amenable to control through
conventional foreign policy instruments. This distinction indicates that modern
international threats emerge not only from power competition or identity conflict,
but also from their interaction. The central contribution of this study lies in
foregrounding fear as an analytical variable in theoretical comparison. By focusing
on fear, the research offers a deeper understanding of how threat perceptions are
formed in international relations theory. Moreover, by linking Huntington’s notion
of the “civilizational Other” to Brzezinski’s geopolitical logic, the study enriches
comparative global politics and proposes a conceptual framework for analyzing
emerging threats.Based on the findings, the study argues that security analysis and
policymaking should adopt a multidimensional approach to fear. Reliance on
geopolitical tools alone, without attention to identity and cultural dimensions, risks
analytical and strategic failure, and vice versa. Integrating strategic analysis with an
understanding of identity-based fear enables more realistic explanations and more
effective policy responses to emerging threats in global politics..
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