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1. Introduction

The Irag-Iran War (1980-1988) as one of the strategic conflicts of the twentieth
century had specific geopolitical and geostrategic goals and ideas in its surrounding
environment. This war overshadowed the interests of many countries in the world
and led to the intervention and role-playing of other countries. Saudi Arabia was one
of the countries that played a key role in this war by directly and indirectly
intervening and adopting different positions. Saudi Arabia’s pragmatic stance was
based on geopolitical notions and perceptions and can be examined within the
framework of the concept of “geopolitical perceptions of threat” and discourse
analysis. Therefore, the research question is: How did the Iraq war against Iran play
a role in shaping geopolitical perceptions of the threat to Saudi Arabia? And how
were geopolitical perceptions of the threat to Iran formed in the minds of Saudi
policymakers, and what impact did it have on Saudi Arabia's decisions and actions
during the Iran-Iraq war?

2. Theoretical Framework

Geopolitical perception: One of the dimensions of environmental perception is the
concept of geopolitical perception, which is the concept that individuals have of the
world around them or that political-spatial units have had on a micro and macro scale
of their own status and that of other political-spatial units. This perception has played
an important role in the production of spatial-social realities and also determines the
lines of thought and operation of political units, especially countries, as the main
actors of the international system. In general, geopolitical perception refers to a
political actor’s understanding and interpretation of the geographical situation,
power, and regional and international threats. This perception is not only influenced
by objective geographical and military realities, but also by ideological, security,
economic and media factors. In other words, geopolitical perception is a combination
of field realities and policymakers' subjective attitudes towards the surrounding
environment.

3.Methodology

In the present study, data were collected through library-based and scholarly
sources, including historical studies and geopolitical analyses related to the
Iran—Iraq War, with the aim of examining Saudi Arabia’s geopolitical threat
perceptions during the conflict. Given that the research topic revolves around
perceptions, conceptual frameworks, and discourses, and that its nature is
predominantly interpretive and perceptual, discourse analysis was selected as
the primary methodological approach. This methodological choice is based
on the assumption that geopolitical threats are not merely objective or military
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phenomena, but are constructed and represented through linguistic, media,
and political interactions.

4. Results and Discussion

In Saudi Arabia’s foreign and security policy discourse during the aforementioned
war, “Iran as a threat” functions as a central signifier; a signifier around which other
security, identity, geopolitical, and geoeconomic concepts are articulated and gain
meaning. This central signifier is not simply a reflection of an objective reality, but
rather the product of an active discursive process in which meaning is consolidated,
generalized, and made public.

After the fall of the monarchy in Iran, Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy regarding Iran
is in a kind of discursive conflict. In these circumstances, Saudi Arabia’s wandering
foreign policy seeks to define its desired discourse and create a semantic hegemony,
and the protracted war of Iraq against Iran provides the platform for Saudi Arabia to
consolidate the discourse of a revolutionary Iran “as a threat” in its foreign policy
and at the level of the Persian Gulf region. This war led to the rejection and
marginalization of other possible discourses regarding Iran and provided Saudi
Arabia with the necessary justifications to consolidate the central signifier of Iran as
“threat” and its other peripheral signifiers. Therefore, Saudi Arabia’s dominant
discourse can be analyzed in the form of a three-level semantic chain including
“threat production”, “perception of geostrategic vulnerability” and “counteraction”.
Around each of the sub-signifiers of these levels, other signifiers have formed, and
Saudi Arabia has consolidated its discourse hegemony by establishing relationships
between them.

5. Conclusion
The findings show that the Iran-Iraq War cannot be analyzed simply as a bilateral

military conflict between Iraq and Iran, but rather, at a deeper level, it became a
structural context for the formation, reproduction, and consolidation of Saudi
Arabia’s geopolitical perceptions of the threat from the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The findings of this study also contain specific theoretical and policy implications
that need to be considered carefully. The first theoretical implication is that
geopolitical perceptions should be analyzed as a mediating variable between
objective geographical realities and foreign policy actions. From this perspective,
the present study emphasizes the efficacy of critical geopolitical approaches and
discourse analysis in explaining the behavior of states in regional conflicts. The
second theoretical implication is the importance of the link between discourse and
securitization in geopolitical studies. The three-level analysis (threat representation,



perception of geostrategic vulnerability, and counteraction) shows that the
securitization of Iran in Saudi discourse has been a gradual and layered process; it
was first formed at the identity and ideological level, then objectified by highlighting
geostrategic vulnerabilities, and finally led to practical actions and containment
policies. The third theoretical implication of the research is the highlighting of the
role of geoeconomics in geopolitical discourse. Economic instruments, especially
energy and oil policy, have been located not on the margins but in the context of
Saudi security discourse. At the policy-making level, the first implication of the
research is that the tension between Iran and Saudi Arabia cannot be explained solely
by material or cross-sectional variables. A significant part of this tension is rooted in
established geopolitical imaginations that were formed during the Iran-Iraq war and
have been reproduced over time. The second implication is the need to pay attention
to the role of symbols, public spaces, and the media in intensifying or reducing
geopolitical confrontations. The third implication is the importance of rethinking
regional security policies in the Persian Gulf. Moving towards sustainable collective
security arrangements in the Persian Gulf requires redefining the threat discourse
and changing the dominant patterns of geopolitical meaning-making.

Keywords: Irag—Iran War, Geopolitical Threat, Saudi Arabia, Discourse Analysis,
Geopolitical Perceptions.
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