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1. Introduction

Confronted with rising revisionist powers, the erosion of multilateral institutions,
and transformative shifts in technology and the global economy, the study contends
that the order is not collapsing but being reconstituted from within. The mechanism
of this reconstruction is less overt domination and more the management of
infrastructures, the cultivation of shared narratives, and the redistribution of
functional roles to aligned regional actors.

2. Theoretical Framework

This article examines how the United States sought to preserve the liberal
international order in 2011-2024 by shifting from costly direct intervention to a
strategy of delegation of responsibility situated within offshore balancing,
weaponized interdependence, and structural power.

3.Methodology

Methodologically, the paper adopts an interpretivist qualitative approach in a macro-
structural tradition, triangulating recent scholarship, official documents, and the
evolving architecture of regional institutions and technology governance.

4. Results and Discussion

Under Barack Obama (2011-2016), the Pivot to Asia reallocated diplomatic,
economic, and military attention to the system’s center of gravity. Washington
revitalized ties with Southeast Asian states and deepened engagement in regional
forums; economically, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) aimed to set high-
standard trade and regulatory norms that would shape regional integration without
China at the core. Militarily, posture adjustments—from rotational deployments in
Australia to capacity-building with the Philippines and Vietnam—sought to deny
would-be hegemony in contested waterways while distributing stabilizing functions
among allies and partners. Read through this paper’s lens, the Pivot operationalized
an early form of delegation: enabling regional balance rather than shouldering it
alone.

The Trump administration (2017-2020) reframed the theater as the Free and Open
Indo-Pacific (FOIP) and escalated competition with China across economic,
technological, and ideological domains. Reactivating and elevating the Quad (United
States, Japan, India, Australia) created a flexible platform for coordination, while the
2017 National Security Strategy cast China as a revisionist power. The United States
launched tariffs and pursued technology decoupling, sanctions and export controls
on firms such as Huawei and ZTE; restrictions on advanced semiconductors and 5G-
related inputs, to prevent diffusion of dual-use capabilities and to reshape global
value chains. These tools exemplified weaponized interdependence: by leveraging
critical nodes in finance, data, and technology supply chains, Washington exercised
coercive capacity without kinetic force. Despite unilateral rhetoric, the operative
logic remained delegation and burden-sharing, urging allies to adopt convergent
standards, diversify procurement away from Chinese vendors, and socialize the costs
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of competition.The Biden administration (2021-2024) consolidated and
systematized this architecture. It elevated the Quad to leaders’ level, launched
AUKUS to transfer advanced defense technologies to Australia, and introduced the
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) to coordinate supply
chains, clean-economy initiatives, and fair-practice commitments among like-
minded states. Domestically anchored industrial policy, the CHIPS and Science Act,
paired with tightened export controls and standards-setting coordination (e.g., the
U.S.—EU Trade and Technology Council) to secure strategic inputs and bind allied
production ecosystems through shared rules. Parallel supply-chain partnerships and
values-based diplomacy sustained a liberal narrative of openness and responsible
technology governance. The paper interprets these moves as leadership through
partnership: practical delegation via capacity-building, co-development, and norm
entrepreneurship that embeds U.S. preferences in the operating system of the
region’s security-techno-economic order.

Across the three administrations, the study maps a cumulative shift from direct to
distributed control organized around three levers. First, regional balancing at a
remove: instead of expansive forward presence, Washington catalyzes local
balancing by empowering Japan, Australia, India, South Korea, and selected
ASEAN members to deter coercion, police sea lanes, and respond to contingencies.
Second, cost externalization and legitimacy: burden-sharing in defense, technology,
and standards trims U.S. expenditures and broadens acceptance for collective
projects relative to unilateral action. Third, networked hegemony: by structuring
infrastructural dependencies, standards, platforms, protocols, and semiconductor
supply, the United States exerts systemic influence disproportionate to any single
instrument.

The Indo-Pacific thus appears not merely as geography but as a geostrategic theater
where security, economy, and technology are fused. Delegation extends beyond
militaries: firms and consortia (TSMC, ASML, Samsung; U.S. leaders in chips,
cloud, and AI) function as order-bearing nodes. As treaty-centric multilateralism
strains, corporate and network governance help execute liberal order functions by
producing standards, enforcing interoperability, and maintaining chokepoints.
Contemporary order maintenance relies as much on “hardware liberalism” chips,
data centers, undersea cables, secure supply chains, as on the classic “software” of
values and institutions. The paper conceptualizes this as post-hegemonic leadership:
less command, more protocol power.

Constraints and risks remain. Delegation presupposes ally confidence; episodes of
U.S. retrenchment have bred caution in Seoul, Manila, and elsewhere, requiring
reassurance and management to prevent strategic drift. Over-delegation can dilute
central control and complicate coalition cohesion. Domestically, sustaining
industrial policy, export controls, and alliance investments depends on political
consensus. Externally, China’s advances in artificial intelligence, quantum



technologies, and next-generation communications threaten to erode chokepoint
advantages and test the resilience of U.S.-led networks. These frictions render the
reconstructed order resilient yet brittle: built for redundancy and shared capacity, but
vulnerable to political shocks, technology leaps, and coordination failures.
Empirically, evidence across 2011-2024 supports the central claims. Obama’s Pivot
operationalized delegation in embryonic form; Trump’s FOIP hardened it via
economic-technological statecraft and ad hoc coalitions; Biden institutionalized it
through alliance modernization, techno-industrial policy, and renewed normative
framing. The through-line is a transition from presence-intensive to infrastructure-
intensive hegemony: managing flows of goods, data, and standards; re-routing
supply chains among trusted partners; and codifying norms that constrain adversarial
behavior short of permanent escalation.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

The paper concludes that the liberal international order is being remade rather than
undone. Delegation of responsibility is the key instrument of this internal
reconstruction, enabling the United States to reproduce order without overt
occupation and to sustain hegemony without maximal direct control. By combining
offshore balancing with weaponized interdependence and structural power,
Washington has built a multilayered, network-centric architecture in the Indo-Pacific
that spreads costs, locks in standards, and amplifies allied agency. Whether this
architecture stabilizes will depend on keeping allies aligned, refreshing technological
advantages, and maintaining domestic support; yet as a strategy for preserving order
under conditions of resource constraints and systemic rivalry, delegation-centered
statecraft has proven the United States’ most effective path to managing continuity
through change..

Keywords: United States,Liberal International Order, Delegation of Responsibility,
Pivot to Asia
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