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1. Introduction

Jewish immigration expanded under Gorbachev’s policies, especially after the Soviet
Union collapsed and 15 independent states emerged in 1992. In the 1990s, about 1
million Jews from the republics that survived the Soviet Union’s collapse, namely
Russia, Ukraine, and other former Soviet republics, immigrated to Israel. Another
600,000 immigrated to North America, Germany, and other Western countries.
Ashkenazi Jews from Eastern Europe were present in the initial waves of Zionist
immigration that prepared and established the Jewish state. They also created their
own social and political organizations. A significant portion of Israel’s political,
military, and religious elite were either born in Russia or are descendants of the
Soviet Union. The “Great Wave” of immigration in the 1990s coincided with Israel's
recognition of multiculturalism, which strengthened public and legal institutions in
Russian society. This policy contributed to the formation of a distinct identity among
Russian-speaking people. The main condition for the development of the culture of
Russian-speaking immigrants was their concentration in a small number of cities.
One of the main factors strengthening the culture of Russian-speaking Jews is the
status of the Russian language in Israel and its importance in the country's media.
Russian has created a strong bond within the Russian-speaking community. The
Israeli Ministry of Higher Education and Integration also takes a lenient approach to
Russian use in government institutions and the media. Russian is the third language
in Israeli school curricula. The paper's main question is: What position and influence
do Russian speakers have in Israeli society and government? The authors
hypothesize that Russian speakers are the most influential minority in the Israeli
government due to their social, economic, and political influence.

2. Methodology

In this article, the authors use a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach to
examine the integration of Russian speakers in Israeli society and how this group
organizes its power within the country's political, economic, and social structure.

3. Results and Discussion

The presence of the “Russian-speaking” population in Israel provides them with a
distinct place and a platform to realize their potential in Israeli society. Russian-
speaking Israelis, who make up 15 percent of the population, are the country's largest
Jewish minority. This size suggests the group is a significant political force in Israel.
In the years following the collapse of the Soviet Union, about 1.9 million Jews
immigrated to Israel from the Russian Federation and the countries that emerged
from the collapse. About 900,000 Russian speakers now live in the country.
According to some estimates, about a third are from Russia and a third from Ukraine.
The rest are from Central Asia, the Caucasus, Belarus, Moldova, and the Baltic
states. Immigrants from the former Soviet republics have made Russian the third
most dominant language in Israel. One of the main factors strengthening the culture
of Russian-speaking Jews is the status of the Russian language in Israel and its
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importance in the country's media landscape. Russian has created a strong bond
within the Russian-speaking community. The Israeli Ministry of Higher Education
and Integration also takes a lenient approach to Russian use in government
institutions and the media. Russian is the third language in the Israeli school
curriculum. In keeping with the common Russian tradition, literary magazines serve
not only as a mirror of the literary scene but also as a medium for social and political
discourse. Russian print media are not the only means of mass communication for
immigrants. The popular Russian radio station Reka launched in 2002. In 2003, a
Russian television channel called Israel Plus, also known as Channel 9, was created
in Israel, alongside Russian-language channels broadcast from the Russian
Federation or the United States. Many of its programs include Hebrew subtitles. The
immigration of Russian-speaking Jews has also transformed art and culture in Israel.
The country has experienced significant enrichment in theater, ballet, classical
music, art, and literature, especially in the 1990s. Immigrants played a major role in
developing Israel's high-tech sector. Many experienced, skilled engineers
immigrated to Israel in large groups in the 1990s, and their arrival was instrumental
in the growth of Israel's high-tech industries. Russian-speaking Jewish businessmen
with enormous economic power operate across various networks, pursue complex
interests, and operate on a transnational scale. Russian speakers also have the
potential to play a meaningful role in the Israeli political system. Production projects
on Russian soil with Israeli capital are considered very important and beneficial for
both countries. Israel is also interested in such projects, since production costs on its
territory are much higher.

4. Conclusion

Former Soviet citizens in Israel have formed a community with distinct
characteristics. The Russian-speaking community in Israel has developed its own
cultural and behavioral autonomy, marked by an isolated communication
environment and distinct social relations. Their cultural life differs greatly from that
of the Israeli population. Russian-speaking Jews have demonstrated strong economic
potential. Half of the immigrants from the Soviet Union, and after its collapse, from
Russia, Ukraine, and other surviving republics, had higher education. The presence
of so many educated, skilled immigrants from the collapsed Soviet Union has been
a key factor in strengthening Russian-Israeli relations. The war in Ukraine has
challenged previous cultural and linguistic boundaries. Many families have
reconsidered what it means to be “Russian” or “Ukrainian,” and even whether to use
Russian. In some families, teaching Ukrainian to children has become more
important, and Russian has become a political and identity issue rather than a mere
means of communication.
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