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ABSTRACT

The current article aims at a comparative study of the concept of
rentier government in two governments of Ahmadinejad and
Rouhani. Based on this, the qualitative research strategy along
with the theme matrix, and the method of judgmental sampling
of political texts, are indicative of the three overarching themes
of civil society institution quality, government efficiency, and
private sector efficiency. Based on this, the commonalities and
differences of each government are as follows: In relation to the
quality of civil society, both governments have lacked
independence and appropriateness of civil society mechanisms
and non-governmental organizations, but while Ahmadinejad's
government lacks determination To strengthen critical political
parties and non-governmental organizations, the Rouhani
government provided an open political space and civil society
activity along with the expansion of non-governmental parties
and organizations; On the other hand, both governments had little
political will in realizing the principles of an efficient
government, but the decrease in accountability and increase in
government tenure, a special feature of the Ahmadinejad
government; and the tendency towards liberation were the
characteristics of Rouhani period.
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1. Introduction

The relationship between good governance and political development is interactive and
two-way. Political development makes citizens aware of their rights in governance, and
then leads to good governance, efficiency, accountability, justice and proper governance.
One of the major obstacles in this process is the existence of rent and rentierism. By selling
the raw resources of the country and making money from it, the rentier state becomes
unnecessary to respond to the needs of the society. This issue gradually causes the lack of
formation of democratic institutions and organizations and the strengthening of civil
society. After the growth of the oil industry and the Iranian government becoming
dependent on the income from oil exports, the rentier state was formed in Iran. The current
research, with the aim of comparative study of the concept of rentier state in the two
governments of Ahmadinejad and Rouhani in Iran, uses the qualitative research method
along with thematic matrix and judgmental sampling of political texts.

2. Theoretical Framework

Mohammad Hassanvand (2017) in a book entitled: "Oil Economy, Government and
Accountability”, while paying attention to the two components of the oil economy and
government accountability, states that a rentier state is the basis for the creation and
stabilization of autocratic and unaccountable governments and functional anomalies in
Creates decision-making and resource allocation processes. Hossein Masoudnia and
Peyman Sheikh Mahmoudi (2019) in an article entitled: "Economic and Political
Pathology of Rentier states in the Middle East, a Case Study of Kuwait" state that rentier
states have an authoritarian and undemocratic character due to separating their sources of
income from society. Non-taxation and non-representation lead these governments to
become authoritarian and undemocratic; Because their statesmen, with financial support,
are trying to postpone the process of democracy.

3. Methodology

To analyze the data obtained from the analysis of political texts in relation to the research
subject (rentier state), theme analysis was used, based on thematic coding process in order
to discover themes (basic, organized and comprehensive) and compare them. After
selecting and specifying the political texts related to the research topic (the effects of the
rentier state on Iran's ruling system in the field of political development) through the
judgmental or purposeful sampling method; Based on the thematic coding process, the
basic, organized and comprehensive themes of rentier state have been discovered
separately and case by case. After the completion of the case analysis, finally, the themes
of the two governments have been compared and analyzed under the theme matrix in order
to determine their commonalities and differences in different areas.

4. Results & Discussion

After completing the case analysis, 3 areas were identified: the quality of civil society
institutions, the efficiency of the government and the efficiency of the private sector. Based
on the above areas, the following results have been obtained: Both governments have
suffered from the lack of independence and appropriateness of civil society mechanisms.
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Non-governmental organizations, but while Ahmadinejad's government lacked
determination to strengthen critical non-governmental parties and organizations, Rouhani's
government provided an open political space and civil society activity along with the
expansion of non-governmental parties and organizations. On the other hand, both
governments did not have much political will for an efficient government, but reducing
accountability and increasing government tenure is a special feature of Ahmadinejad's
government. And the trend towards freedom was one of the characteristics of Rouhani's
period. Both governments lacked appropriate policies to strengthen the private sector. But
the difference between the two is in the transparency and low interaction of the government
with the private sector during Ahmadinejad's period and the increase of the above
characteristics during Rouhani's period.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

Using the gualitative research strategy and thematic matrix, this research has investigated
the impact of the rentier state on Iran's governance system in the field of political
development in the Ahmadinejad and Rouhani governments. The results show that both
governments were faced with excessive reliance on oil revenues, weakness in civil society
and lack of attention to non-governmental organizations. However, compared to
Ahmadinejad's government, Rouhani's government has provided a more open political
space and better functioning of civil society mechanisms. In terms of efficient government,
both governments lacked the necessary will to realize it, but Ahmadinejad's government
was facing the lack of responsibility and accountability, and Rouhani's government was
facing the pressure of American economic sanctions. Both governments failed to
strengthen the private sector, but Rouhani's government was faced with an increase in the
stock market in the real estate and housing sector and the lack of a suitable government
agility policy. To strengthen the governance system and economic development, proposals
have been made at three levels: cooperative governance, citizen participation and policy
stability, and structural reforms including redesigning the economic structure,
implementing a comprehensive tax plan, and privatization with competitive platforms.
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