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1. Introduction

Immigration is regarded as the paramount form of population mobility, a
phenomenon as ancient as humanity itself, yet distinguished from the past by its
geographical extent and magnitude. The world has undergone three waves of
immigration thus far. The first wave occurred from 1914 to 1914, during which
approximately 10% of the global population relocated. The second wave, which
started in 1945, was precipitated by the extensive destruction and redrawing of state
borders, particularly in Europe. The third wave, which occurred in 2015, was a
combination of voluntary and forced immigration following the Arab Spring. The
size, direction, and pattern of international immigration waves are influenced by a
variety of key drivers, rather than a single factor. These factors include war (civil
war and regional conflicts), economic globalization, personal values and aspirations,
changing technologies and means of communication, demographic changes,
increased life expectancy, increased educational attainment of people; urbanization,
and climate change.

This phenomenon has been identified as a highly political issue in the EU in recent
years, as it is believed to be associated with terrorism and poses a threat to the
national identity of host countries. The immigration crisis is more prevalent in
Europe than in other regions of the world because the majority of immigration flows,
particularly from Muslim countries, are directed toward this region.

2. Theoretical Framework

The Copenhagen School posits that security is a subjective concept. It underscores
the importance of the mutual comprehension established through dialogue and
interaction between security agents and the audience regarding the perceived threat
or lack thereof of an issue. Politicians and language in the securitization project
interpret an issue that is fundamentally neutral as a threat to survival, which the
audience may accept or reject. If the audience accepts it, it turns into a security issue,
even though it is actually a security issue. In other words, they demonstrate an acute
security issue; consequently, securitization is a process in which non-political issues
are transformed into political and security issues that necessitate immediate
attention.

3. Methodology
This descriptive-analytical study employed desk studies for data collection.

4. Results and Discussion

The results indicated that Muslim immigrants have been subjected to securitization
and politicization by certain politicians and Western media.

Firstly, far-right parties have capitalized on the issue of Muslim immigration to incite
nationalist sentiments and gain support in European countries. Despite the absence
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of substantiated evidence linking these issues, these parties have scapegoated
Muslims by attributing Europe's political and economic problems to Muslim
immigrants. The challenges that the EU has faced in recent years are more caused
by factors such as the Russia-Ukraine war, Brexit, and the COVID-19 pandemic.
Secondly, numerous Muslims in Europe embrace a moderate stance towards Western
culture and values. They adopt and embrace these values while diligently seeking to
assimilate into their host countries, identifying as citizens of their adopted countries
and endeavoring to attain proficiency in the local language.

Thirdly, some European politicians and media organizations exaggerate the
magnitude of the Muslim immigrants. Even the most pessimistic scenarios predict
that merely 14% of the European population will have Muslim parents by 2050. The
majority of these individuals are secular and moderate. Simultaneously, right-wing
extremists usually disregard the reality that certain terrorist attacks in Europe are
committed by European nationals.

Fourthly, waves of immigration are usually triggered by conflicts in the Middle
East and Africa, in many of which the EU takes a part. The EU has greatly influenced
regional conflicts, from supporting Israel to intensifying crises in nations such as
Syria and Libya. Potential threats may be mitigated by facilitating the integration of
Muslims into European society. Some Muslims, particularly those in Eastern
Europe, are currently subjected to discrimination and reside on the periphery of
society, resulting in social exclusion and the emergence of social issues.

Lastly, the immigration of many educated and skilled individuals from Muslim
countries to Europe in recent years has provided a unique opportunity for European
countries to achieve further economic and scientific progress.

The study findings suggest that the perceived threat of Muslim immigration to
Europe primarily stems from the security and political endeavors made by specific
European politicians and media outlets, rather than from real factors.

5. Conclusions and Suggestions

The immigration of Muslims to Europe has emerged as one of the most significant
concerns among right-wing or nationalist European politicians and media in recent
years. As a result, part of European citizens regard Muslim immigrants as the
primary cause of their economic stagnation and an existential threat to Western
values and culture. The study findings showed that, despite the negative view of
some European citizens towards Muslims, some politicians and Western media view
Muslim immigrants as a security threat.
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